Plants were drop-inoculated at five weeks post germination with 6 μl droplets of a 10 6 spores ml -1 spore suspension. At 14 days post inoculation, disease symptoms were assessed in a total of 40 leaves from 10 plants after trypan blue staining. Classes are defined as follows; lowest: no hyphal colonisation of the leaf -arrow indicates spore; intermediate: low/intermediate density of hyphal colonisation -arrow indicates hypha; highest: dense hyphal colonisation with a presence of necrotic lesions. The asterisk indicates a statistically significant difference in distribution of classes (χ 2 test, p < 0.05). Scale bars: 100 μm. A. brassicicola spores were prepared as described for P. cucumerina except A. brassicicola was grown on PDA-CaCO 3 plates.
